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- ANNEXURE-II

GUIDELINES FOR DECLARATION OF BIG CATS AS
‘DANGEROUS TO HUMAN LIFE’

(UNDER SEC 11 (1)(A))

b

* Both tiger as well as leopard are known to cause
habituated loss of human life (animal dangerous to
Human Life). Such confirmed animals which have
become ‘dangerous to Human Life’ should be eliminated
as per the statutory provisions provided in section 11 of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

» Tiger as well as leopard are categorized under Schedule
I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, with highest
statutory protection against hunting under section 9
(1) of the said Act. Hence, such species can be killed if
they become dangerous to human life or are so disabled/
diseased beyond recovery.

» Under section 11 (1) (a) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act,
1972, the Chief Wildlife Warden of a State alone has the
authority to permit hunting of such animals becoming
dangerous to human life or disabled or diseased beyond
recovery. However, as per the statutory requirement, the
Chief Wildlife Warden of the State has to state in writing
the reasons for permitting elimination before hunting.

« There are several reasons for a big wild cat like tiger or
a leopard to get habituated as becoming ‘dangerous to
Human Lif€] viz. disability due to old age, incapacitation
due to serious injury or loss/breakage of its canines etc.
However, there may be several exceptions, and hence



\\‘
Standard Operating Procedure to Deal with Emergency Arising Due to Straying of \
Tigers in Human Dominated Landscapes

specific reasons have to be ascertained on a case to case
basis.

The tiger bearing forests and areas nearby prone to
livestock depredation, besides having human settlements
along with their rights and concessions in such areas, are
generally prone to becoming ‘dangerous to Human Life,
Besides, loss of habitat connectivity in close proximity to
a tiger source area owing to various land uses also foster
straying of tiger near human settlements, eventually
ending up as an animal which is ‘dangerous to Human
Life.
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Standard Operating Procedure to Deal with Emergency Arising Due to Straying of
Tigers in Human Dominated Landscapes

Suggested Steps on Loss of Human Life Due to Tiger/
Leopard

» Constitute a team for technical guidance and monitoring
on day to day basis, as below:

= A nominee of the Chief Wildlife Warden

= A nominee of the National Tiger Conservation
Authority A veterinarian

= Local NGO representative
= A representative of the local Panchayat

= Field Director/Protected Area Manager/DFO I/C-
Chairman

> Set up camera traps near Kkill sites, besides creating
pug impression pads to monitor the day to day spatial
movement of the wild carnivore.

> Inform the district officials (Collector/DM/SP) for duly
alerting the local people to refrain temporally from the
area where human death(s) has/have been reported,
besides ensuring tranquility in the area from mobs/
crowds of local people.

» Obtain/establish the ID of the aberrant animal causing
loss of human life, through the committee constituted
for the purpose, through camera trappings or direct
sightings or pug impressions if camera trappings could
not be done, besides collecting pieces of hair/scats of the
carnivore (if available) for DNA profiling.

> A differentiation should be made between ‘human kill’
due to chance encounters and ‘habituated animals which
have become dangerous to Human Life. As most of our
forests outside protected areas are right burdened, the
probability of chance encounters is very high. Further,
tigers often use agriculture/sugar cane field and similar



Standard Operating Procedure to Deal with Emergency Arising Due to Straying of
Tigers in Human Dominated Landscapes

cover along river courses while feeding on livestock or
blue bull, which may also cause lethal encounters with
human beings. Such animals should not be declared
as ‘Dangerous to Human Life. However, confirmed
habituated tiger/leopard which ‘stalk human beings
and feed on the dead body are likely to be ‘Dangerous to
Human Life’

» The declaration of an aberrant tiger/leopard as an animal
which has become dangerous to Human Life requires
considerable examination based on field evidences.
At times, the human beings killed due to chance of
encounters may also be eaten by the animal (especially
an encumbered tigress in low prey base area). However,
such happenings are not sufficient for classifying a tiger/
leopard as a “Dangerous to Human Life, which can best
be established only after confirming the habituation of
the aberrant animal for deliberate stalking of human
beings, while avoiding its natural prey.

» Under no circumstances, mere an animal resorting to
cattle depredation should be declared as ‘dangerous to
Human Life, despite the fact it may venture close to
human settlements. To avoid untoward incidents in
such situations, the efforts to trap the animal (chemical
immobilization/use of traps) should alone be resorted
to.

> Set up trap cages (automatic closure) in areas most
frequented by the carnivore (with appropriate luring)
for trapping.

> In case successive trapping operation fails set up an
expert team for chemical immobilization of the aberrant
animal as per the annexed protocol.
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Standard Operating Procedure to Deal with Emergency Arising Due to Straying of
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> The option of capturing the aberrant animal either
through traps or chemical immobilization should
be invariably resorted to as the first option. The wild
carnivore thus captured, should be sent to a nearest
recognized zoo and NOT released in the wild.

» Elimination of a tiger/leopard as a ‘Dangerous to
Human Life’ should be the last option, after exhausting

the option of capturing the animal live as detailed in the
SOP.

» The Chief Wildlife Warden of the State after the above
due diligence should record in writing the reasons for
declaring the tiger/leopard as a ‘dangerous to Human
Life’

> After ‘declaring’ the animal as ‘dangerous to Human
Life, its elimination should be done by a Departmental
personnel having the desired proficiency, while providing
the fire arm with the appropriate bore size. In case,
such expertise is not available within the Department,
an expert may be co-opted from the other competent
Government Departments.

» No award/reward should be announced for destruction
of animals which have become ‘dangerous to Human
Life’
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